
Army Community Service
forwards valentine cards
By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

The simplest of words can be the most
powerful when written from the hearts of
children. 

“Dear My Protector,
“Hey, you do not know me but I am so

glad that you are brave enough to go and
fight. Thank you for fighting for our safety
and peace. I hope to see you some day.

Me, Myself,
Brandy Murphee”

Brandy is a fourth-grader from West
End Elementary in Altoona, who like hun-
dreds of other elementary school children
in the area, penned her thoughts in a home-
made valentine and sent it to Redstone’s

Army Community Service hoping it will
reach the hands and heart of a soldier away
from home.

“It’s called Operation Heart-to-Heart,”
Ann Owens, financial readiness program
manager at ACS, said. “I didn’t know any-
thing about the program. We just started
getting packages with all these valentines
from school children. It makes you want to
cry, reading some of these valentines.”

Operation Heart-to-Heart is one of sev-
eral ongoing national campaigns to send
heartfelt messages of support to soldiers.
This particular effort was originally
designed to send messages to the families
of deployed soldiers.

Walter Jackson Elementary fifth-grader
Jonathan wrote, “Thank the person that is
in war for me. Don’t give up in this person.
Keep hope. Happy New Year.”

But most of the pink, red and white

See Valentines on page 11
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Columbia mementos 
recognize Redstone
for space support 

By KIM GILLESPIE
For the Rocket

The relationship between the Army and NASA is linked
through history, and continues today at Redstone Arsenal. Space
Shuttle Columbia was one of the ties that bind the space program
and its history to Redstone.

Claus Martel, an historian with the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, said some pieces of Columbia memorabilia were presented
to AMCOM in the past and have been preserved by the History
Office.

The Columbia memorabilia includes a framed certificate of
appreciation to Redstone commemorating Columbia’s initial
flight, STS-1, in April 1981. The framed certificate thanks Red-
stone for its support to Marshall Space Flight Center and the space
program. A small American flag that accompanied Columbia on its
maiden voyage is also displayed with the certificate.  

“The certificate is signed by astronauts John Young and Robert
Crippen,” Martel said.

The second piece of framed memorabilia is the result of former
astronaut Don Thomas’ interest in the space program’s history, and
its beginnings with the Army’s missile program at Redstone.  

“I was contacted by Dr. Thomas when he was in training at
Kennedy Space Center and asked about the Explorer 1 launch and
what type of things related to Explorer 1 our office retained,” Mar-
tel said. “After learning that we had a small model of Explorer 1, Dr.
Thomas asked to take the model with him on his upcoming Colum-
bia mission. He wanted to honor a pivotal event — the U.S. Army
Ballistic Missile Agency’s successful launch of the Free World’s
first satellite, which marked the beginning of the space program.” 

Thomas took the model on the July 8-23, 1994, STS-65 mis-
sion. The model, along with a certificate signed by the flight

crew’s seven astronauts and authenticating the space trip, was
returned to Redstone. A framed photo montage of the STS-65
Columbia flight crew and other mementos were also presented to
AMCOM as a keepsake.

“After the Feb. 1, 2003, loss of Columbia and its crew, Maj.
Gen. (Larry) Dodgen suggested that we share some of these items
with Team Redstone as another way of honoring the memory of
Columbia and its crew, both past and present,” Martel said.  The
two framed mementos are in the glass case in the first floor corri-
dor of building 5300.

“The Columbia Space Shuttle items that we have are priceless
to us,” Martel said. “They are unique and represent the evolution
of the original Redstone Rocket program — they embody the true
spirit of Team Redstone.”

Seven astronauts died when Columbia broke apart above north-
central Texas on Feb. 1 as it maneuvered for a planned landing at
the Kennedy Space Center, Fla.

Command shows shuttle keepsakes

Children send heartfelt messages to soldiers

Photo by Kim Gillespie
PRICELESS PLAQUES— Two framed Columbia mementos
were presented to Redstone years before the shuttle disaster
Feb. 1
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Soldiers at ease

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
TO SOLDIERS, WITH LOVE— Army Com-
munity Service unexpectedly received
hundreds of valentines made by local
school children sending messages of
love and gratitude to soldiers fighting the
war on terror.
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Warrant Officer
John Dorch 
“It’s tragic, but
it will make the
nation stronger.
I believe that it
will revitalize the sagging space pro-
gram. It is a bad thing, but maybe
some good will come out of it.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling
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Spec. Evan Morrow
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Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue
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On the morning of Dec. 6, I had a
near encounter with three deer;
one in front of my truck and two

behind. I had just turned off Patton Road
onto Mills. I had also just parted compa-
ny with a male driver of a light green
Honda automobile who had apparently
left for work too late. He had driven up
Patton Road dangerously close to the
rear of my full size pickup. Had the deer
encounter happened on Patton, I’d be
able to tell you his name and insurance
carrier, etc.

This morning, for the second day this
week, I had an encounter with a female
driver of a gray import automobile. She
too is apparently experiencing difficulty
departing for work in a timely manner. 

The first encounter involved her pass-
ing me on Redstone Road. That’s under-
standable; I was only going 47 mph in
the 45 mph zone. She proceeded north
on Patton, passing three more vehicles,
one at a time. These three passes were
all with oncoming traffic. At least two
were in no-passing zones; the last being
in the Patton-Mills Road intersection.
Today, Feb. 6, with the snow-rain mix,
she couldn’t pass so she drove within a
very few feet of my bumper and gave me
the finger as she passed on the right in
the Patton-Mills intersection. What a
class act.

I called the Military Police and they
are going to keep an eye out for her….

Name withheld by request

What do you think about the Columbia shuttle disaster?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Drivers can be dangerous

An open lane random survey

Eleanor White,
wife of retired
soldier/contractor
“It really hits
close to home
because my
father was on
the space pro-
gram that
helped build the
original shuttle
that blew up. He’s having a hard time
with this. If you stop and think about
it, it’s a tragic loss for everyone really
— the knowledge that was lost, not to
mention the lives of those great men
and women. It’s hard to describe.”

Master Chief
James Nelson
“It’s a tragedy
and I hope that
NASA is able
to figure out
what exactly
happened,
make the cor-

rections and maintain our presence in
space.”

Rev. George
McClellan
“It’s tragic
and I’m very
sorry for the
families, but
my concern is
also with the
soldiers that
are going to
Iraq. That’s my primary concern now.
That’s where my prayers are going to
be.”

Letters to the editor

This is in response to the “Vehicle
inspection bugs driver” letter pub-
lished in the Feb. 5 Redstone

Rocket. I write this with mixed emotions
and a definite fear of reprisal for sending
this but, I want to get some facts
straight. I am the soldier at the gate that
night. I challenge you publish this rebut-
tal in its entirety in the next Rocket.

As far as the story that Spec. Bierer
told, that is his one-sided version and is
inaccurate and emotion filled at best. He
mentioned that he “could not think
straight due to the events of that night.”
Apparently the virus may have affected
his memory as it did his manners that
night. He certainly had no military bear-
ing or professionalism the way that he
spoke to the guards. He came through
the gate at a period of 100 percent vehi-
cle inspection and was politely asked to
turn off the engine, step out of the vehi-
cle and open all compartments to include
the hood and trunk. When asked if he
had any weapons, drugs or alcohol to
declare he became agitated that he was
about to be searched and did, in fact
state, that he had “just got back from the
hospital” and also “had a sick child at
home.” He also admitted to shaking his
head in disgust but failed to mention the
attitude that came with that gesture or
the slamming of the door and overall
contempt of the inspection process. He
also lied to you about being threatened
with a night in jail although he was
encouraged to “settle down” as “the
inspection wouldn’t take very long.”
Although I have witnessed a driver being
taken into custody for swearing and dis-
respect, I’ve only informed one belliger-
ent person that I was prepared to call the
Military Police if he continued to raise
his voice and call me names. That person

was angry when we were checking for
proof of insurance and he didn’t want to
drive 10 minutes back home to get it
because he would be late for work. How
would that same person speak to a State
Trooper or Huntsville Police officer if
asked for ID or proof of insurance? 

Anyway, back to the issue. Spec.
Bierer was checked because that was the
requirement and not to be mean and
inconsiderate to him or his family. The
polite, not sarcastic, comment made to
him at the end of the search was because
the search was quick and his wife was
only out of the car long enough to look
under her seat. He spent more time com-
plaining about the search than the actual
search should have taken. I do under-
stand his concern and some might argue
that we could have just “waived him
through.” But here is the catch, his story
was as believable and convincing as
many others. We get all kinds of reasons
why people don’t want to be searched,
like they are “late for work” or they “get
checked every time.” The problem is that
we find drugs, weapons and open con-
tainers of alcohol more often than you
would think. The number of people
without the state required proof of insur-
ance is staggering. Many come through
with expired insurance and even revoked
driver’s licenses. Many of our discover-
ies on the gates have led to arrests and
convictions. So are these “inconvenient”
security checks pointless?

I can understand, to a point, why
Spec. Bierer was so disrespectful that
night but some people are downright
hateful. I had a CWO 4 come through at
3:30 in the morning with no proof of
insurance. I was polite in asking for it 

See Job on page 3

To the beat of a thousand drums,
Our soldiers march off to war.
Each one carries within his heart,

The dreams of those gone before.

They know that they may not return,
To the embrace of those left behind.
Still they march to the beat of the drums,
With sheer courage and faith so blind.

Our thoughts and prayers go with them,
America is sending her very best.
May God bless and keep them safe,
And enable them to meet the test.

While we await their safe return,
And until the last battle is won.
We shall honor our gallant soldiers,
Who bravely march to the beat of the drums.

Ephraim W. Mosier

Guardsman just trying to do job

‘The drums’ summon soldiers
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